
Remote Communities Composting Pilot         



Solid Waste Management Plan

SWMP Guiding Principles:

• Solid waste is a resource

• Consumption set at ecologically sustainable levels

• Focus on 5R’s (zero waste)

• Strive towards zero pollution

• Empower individuals & firms to make environmentally responsible 
choices re: resource consumption and waste generation through 
education and financial incentives

• Develop socially acceptable & cost effective waste reduction policies 
& strategies through fulsome public consultation



Food Waste

Unavoidable and avoidable food waste

Food production globally = 50% not eaten

Distributed in Canada = 30% wasted

Residential food waste = 60% is avoidable

In Canada = $49 billion food sent to landfill

Factor in lost resources = $100+ billion

Canadian households’ throw away ~ $1,100 in food annually 
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Love Food Hate Waste (LFHW) Canada
Federal Government Action

CSWM Partnership since 2018

Based on UK program = 21% reduction in food waste within 5 yrs



Village of  Tahsis

Goals: 

• Food Sustainability

• Yard Waste Solution

• Convenience 

Barriers:

• Bear issues

• Access to landfill 

(some don’t drive)



Klahoose FN, Cortes Island 

Goals: 

• Food Sustainability

• Increased Diversion

• Roll out Curbside

Barriers:

• Logistics

• Participation

• Funding 



Major Hurdles 
 COVID

 Technology preference

 Lack of  oversight resulting in contamination

 Condensation in the sea can

 Liquid production 

 Financial viability considerations

 Low Participation + population 

 Transportation costs

 Labour costs

 Economic considerations

 Not able to compost Tahsis yard waste

 Not addressing issues of  food waste



Composting Pilot Summary
Volumes, Technology, Participation and Viability

 Volume = ½ National average 

 Joracan performance = A+ 

 Bear proof

 Composts everything

 Easy to troubleshoot

 No odor

 Low Participation (3 – 17.5 %)

 Not a solution for Yard Waste 

 Food waste : Yard Waste (10 : 1)

 Small amount of  organic output 

 Food waste : Organic output (30 : 1)

 Viability - Unknowns (Livestock feed & On-Site composters)



Backyard Composting
Bokashi & Tumbler

 No capital infrastructure

 No labour costs

 No transport/collection 

costs

 Reduced GHG emissions 

 One time cost to resident

 Food sustainability 

 More mindful of  waste



Recommendations

1. Encourage – Food waste prevention (LFHW) 

2. Collaborate – w/existing organizations & NFP

3. Support – w/ workshops & mobile education

4. Promote – back yard composting – rebate 

5. Guide – Jurisdictions w/ goal oriented approach

 Education & Engagement tools to reduce waste

 Lessen Financial impact & Reduce capital costs

 Backyard composting = Reduced GHG emissions from transport



Questions?

Thank you!


